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ORD #0217-09 

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

The Legislature found and declared that some adoptive children may benefit from either 

direct or indirect contact with birth relatives, including the birthparent or parents or any 

siblings, or an Indian tribe, after being adopted.   

A post-adoption contact agreement is intended to ensure children of continuing contact, 

when contact is beneficial to the children and the agreements are achievable and 

voluntarily executed.  Included parties within a post-adoption contact agreement may be 

birth relatives, including the birth parent or parents or any siblings, or an Indian tribe, and 

adoptive parents.  Any and all parties are not required to participate in the development 

of a postadoption contact agreement in order for the agreement to be executed. 

a) Specific Purpose and Factual Basis that the Regulations are Accomplishing and 

Necessary: 

Manual of Policies and Procedures, Division 31, Child Welfare Services Program 

Section 31-002(k)(1)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of Section 31-002(k)(1) is to change “kinship adoption agreement” 

to “post-adoption contact agreement” within the defined term "Kinship Adoption."  

No other changes to the definition are made. 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 

section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact agreement.”  

Section 31-002(k)(2)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of Section 31-002(k)(2) is to change the defined term “Kinship 

Adoption Agreement” to “Post-adoption Contact Agreement.”   

Factual Basis: 

The Section revisions are necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code section 8616.5 

revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact 

agreement.” 
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Sections 31-002(r)(1) Through (r)(7) are Renumbered to Sections 31-002(r)(1) 

Through (r)(6)  

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

The term "Recruitment" is no longer necessary to be defined within this chapter; 

therefore, deleting Section 31-002(r)(1) and renumbering to Sections 31-002(r)(1) 

through (r)(6) from Sections 31-002(r)(1) through (r)(7).   

 

Title 22, Division 2, Chapter 3. Adoption Program Regulations 

Section 35000(k)(1) 

Specific Purpose: 

This amendment of Section 35000(k)(1), is necessary to adhere to Assembly Bill 

(AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending the reference from Family Code 

section 8714.7 to section 8616.5, which removed the limitations to those prospective 

adoptive parents who may participate in a post adoption contact agreement.  Further, the 

form ADOPT-310 (1/03) was renamed by Judicial Council, thus reflecting that change 

here also. 

Factual Basis: 

The deletion of this section is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 

section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact agreement” and removing the limitations of whom may participate 

in a post adoption contact agreement.  

Section 35000(r)(4)  

Specific Purpose: 

The deletion of Section 35000(r)(4), is necessary adhere to Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5 which removed the 

limitations to those prospective adoptive parents who may participate in a post-adoption 

contact agreement.  

Factual Basis: 

The deletion of this section is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 

section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement” and removing the limitations of whom may 

participate in a post adoption contact agreement.  
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Sections 35000(r)(4) through (r)(10) Renumbered from Sections 35000(r)(5) 

through (r)(11) 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

These sections are being renumbered to accommodate deleting Section 35000(r)(4) 

from Sections 35000(r)(5) through (r)(11) to Sections 35000(r)(4) through (r)(10).  There 

are no changes to the regulations text. 

Section 35001(j)(6) 

Specific Purpose: 

This amendment renames and updates the revision date of the form ADOPT-310.  The 

specific purpose of revising Section 35001(j)(6), is to change the title “Kinship Adoption 

Agreement” to “Contact After Adoption Agreement”.  No substantive changes to the form 

were made.  The form ADOPT- 310 has already been updated pursuant to Family Code 

section 8616.5. 

Factual Basis: 

This is a Judicial Council form, which was modified due to Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 

section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact agreement” defined at Section 35000(k)(1).  

Section 35064(a) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(a), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring the affidavit to be included when ADOPT - 310 

form is submitted to the court.   

Factual Basis:  

The Section 35064(a), addition is necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921, requires that an 

affidavit of the post-adoption contact adoption agreement be submitted with the related 

form (ADOPT - 310).   

Handbook Sections 35064(a)(1) and (2), and (2)(A) and (B)  

Specific Purpose / Factual Basis: 

The Handbook Chapter entitled “Kinship Adoption Agreements” and reference to Family 

Code section 8714.7 were statutorily revised per Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.   

The Handbook revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 

910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code section 8616.5 
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revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact 

adoption agreement” which included the relevant form (ADOPT – 310). The handbook 

section includes the potential terms for postadoption contact agreements and the 

provisions for sharing information in the future.  

Section 35064(b) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(b), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), to ensure the ADOPT – 310 form, if used, is filed with 

the Adoption Request.   

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(b) addition is necessary to implement AB 2921,(Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921, requires that an 

affidavit of the post-adoption contact adoption agreement be submitted the related form 

(ADOPT - 310).   

Section 35064(b)(1) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(b)(1), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), to ensure the ADOPT – 310 form, if used, is filed with 

the Adoption Request. 

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(b)(1), addition is necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921, requires that an 

affidavit of the post-adoption contact adoption agreement be submitted when submitted 

to the court the related form (ADOPT -- 310).   

Section 35064(b)(2)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(b)(2), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), to ensure the ADOPT – 310 form, if used, is filed with 

the Adoption Request. 

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(b)(2), addition is necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921 requires that if affidavit 

of the post-adoption contact adoption agreement was not submitted with the 

ADOPT -- 310, then the agreement will be submitted to the department, county adoption 

agency, or the licensed adoption agency.   
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Section 35064(c) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring the department, county adoption agency, or 

the licensed adoption agency to review the “Post-adoption Contact Agreement”.   

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(c)., addition is necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921, requires the 

department, county adoption agency or the licensed adoption agency to review 

“Post-adoption Contact Agreement”. 

Section 35064(c)(1)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(1), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring the department, county adoption agency, or 

the licensed adoption agency to review the “Post-adoption Contact Agreement”.  The 

department, county adoption agency or the licensed adoption agency must confirm that 

the agreement was entered into voluntarily for all involved parties and that it is in the best 

interest of the child.  

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(c)(1), addition is necessary to implement AB 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921, requires the 

department, county adoption agency or the licensed adoption agency to review “Post-

adoption Contact Adoption Agreement”.  The department, county adoption agency or the 

licensed adoption agency must confirm that the agreement was entered into voluntarily 

for all involved parties and that it is in the best interest of the child. 

Section 35064(c)(2)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(2), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring the department, county adoption agency, or 

the licensed adoption agency to review the “Post-adoption Contact Agreement”.  The 

department, county adoption agency or the licensed adoption agency must confirm that a 

child has consented to the terms of the agreement if the child is 12 years of age or older.  

Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064(c)(2), addition is necessary to implement AB 2921,(Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  AB 2921 requires the 

department, county adoption agency, or the licensed adoption agency to review the 

“Post-adoption Contact Agreement”.  The department, county adoption agency, or the 
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licensed adoption agency must confirm that a child has consented to the terms of the 

agreement if the child is 12 years of age or older. 

Handbook Section 35064(c)(2)(A)  

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The Section 35064 Handbook Chapter entitled “Kinship Adoption Agreements” and 

reference to Family Code section 8714.7 were statutorily revised per AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.   

The Handbook revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 

910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code section 8616.5 

revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact 

agreement.”  The handbook section acknowledged that, regardless of age, a child who is 

a juvenile court dependent or subject to a dependency, an attorney for any post-adoption 

contact agreement shall represent petition.  

Section 35064(c)(3)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(3) is to introduce term limitations of the 

post-adoption contact agreement.   

Factual Basis: 

It is necessary for clarity to provide an introduction paragraph of limited terms for the 

“Post-adoption Contact Adoption Agreement” as identified by AB 2921 (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000). 

Section 35064(c)(3)(A) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(3)(A), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring that “Post-adoption Contact 

Agreement” include terms regarding visitation between the child and the birth parent(s).  

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Family Code section 8616.5(b)(2)(A), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, which outlined that a post-adoption contact adoption agreement must identify 

the terms regarding visitation between the child and the birth parent(s). 

Section 35064(c)(3)(B) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(3)(B), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring that “Post-adoption Contact 

Adoption Agreement” include terms regarding visitation between the child and other birth 
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relatives and the child’s Indian tribe if the case is governed by the Indian Child Welfare 

Act, but only if the child has a preexisting relationship with relative or relatives at the time 

execution of the agreement.   

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Family Code section 8616.5(b)(2)(A), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, which outlined that a post-adoption contact adoption agreement must include 

the terms regarding visitation between the child and other birth relatives and the child’s 

Indian tribe if the case is governed by the Indian Child Welfare Act, provided that the 

child has a preexisting relationship with relative or relatives at the time execution of the 

agreement. 

Section 35064(c)(3)(C) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(3)(C), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring that “Post-adoption Contact 

Agreement” include terms regarding future contact between the child and the birth 

parent, and or the birth parent and adoptive parents, and or other birth relatives. 

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Family Code section 8616.5(b)(2)(B), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, which outlined that a post-adoption contact adoption agreement must include 

terms regarding future contact between the child and the birth parent, and or the birth 

parent and adoptive parents, and or other birth relatives. 

Section 35064(c)(3)(D) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(c)(3)(D), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), requiring that the “Post-adoption Contact 

Agreement” identify terms regarding future contact between the child and other birth 

relatives and the child’s Indian tribe if the case is governed by the Indian Child Welfare 

Act, but only if the child has a preexisting relationship with relative or relatives at the time 

execution of the agreement.   

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Family Code section 8616.5(b)(2)(B), is necessary to implement 

AB 2921, which outlined that one term of a post-adoption contact adoption agreement is 

to identify the terms of future contact between the child and other birth relatives and the 

child’s Indian tribe if the case is governed by the Indian Child Welfare Act, but only if the 

child has a preexisting relationship with relative or relatives at the time execution of the 

agreement.   
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Section 35064(c)(3)(E) 

Specific Purpose: 

This Section 35064(c)(3)(E) is added to make specific and clear the requirement that 

“Post-adoption Contact Agreement” include provisions for sharing information regarding 

the child in the future with birth relatives and if applicable the child’s Indian tribe. 

Factual Basis: 

The addition Section 35064(c)(3)(E), is necessary to implement Family Code section 

8616.5 per AB 2921, which outlined that the post-adoption contact agreement must 

include provisions on the sharing of information regarding the child in the future with birth 

relatives and if applicable the child’s Indian tribe. 

Handbook Sections 35064(c)(3)(E)1., 1.a., b., and c. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

This Handbook section provides examples of shared information potentially outlined in a 

Post-Adoption Contact Agreement and has no regulatory effect.   

Section 35064(d)(1) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(d)(1), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) regarding Post-Adoption Contact Adoption. 

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Section 35064(d)(1), is necessary to implement AB 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  The department, county adoption agency or the 

licensed adoption agency is to advise parties named in the Post-Adoption Contact 

Agreement if any determination under Section 35093, 35127.1 or 24172 would cause the 

agency to recommend that the court not grant the Post-Adoption Contact Adoption 

Agreement.  

Section 35064(d)(2)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(d)(2), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) regarding Post-Adoption Contact Agreement. 

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Section 35064(d)(2), is necessary to implement AB 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  The department, county adoption agency or the 

licensed adoption agency shall include in their report to the court the agency’s 

recommendation regarding the proposed Post-Adoption Contact Agreement.  



9 
 

Section 35064(d)(2)(A)  

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of adding Section 35064(d)(2), is necessary to implement AB 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) regarding Post-Adoption Contact Agreement. 

Factual Basis: 

The addition of Section 35064(d)(2)(A), is necessary to implement AB 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  The department, county adoption agency or the 

licensed adoption agency shall notify parties to the Post-Adoption Contact Agreement if 

the court does not order the Agreement.  

Section 35127.1(b)(3) 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

This Section 35127.1(b)(3) is being amended to correct a typographical error from 

“aprents” to “parents”.  There are no other changes to the text. 

Section 35129(a)(2)(B)1.b. 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35129(a)(2)(B)1.b. is to change the defined term 

“kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement”.   

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, 

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) which revised all references of the term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  The new term 

removes the constrains of contact adoption agreement from limiting just kin adopting 

parent(s) to just adopting parent(s). 

Section 35129.1 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis 

Amending the Authority and Reference citations only.  No changes to the regulations 

text. 

Sections 35152.1(b)(1)(J) and (J)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of contact adoption agreement from 

limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements. 
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Sections 35152.1(b)(2)(I) and (I)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of contact adoption agreement from 

limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements. 

Sections 35152.1(b)(3)(I) and (I)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of contact adoption agreement from 

limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements. 

Sections 35152.1(b)(4)(I) and (I)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of post contact adoption agreement 

from limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements.  The 

revision also reflects that a post contact adoption agreement can be with an Indian tribe.  

Sections 35152.2(b)(1)(K) and (K)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of post contact adoption agreement 

from limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements.  The 

revision also reflects that a post contact adoption agreement can be with an Indian tribe. 



11 
 

Sections 35152.2(b)(2)(J) and (J)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of post contact adoption agreement 

from limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements.  The 

revision also reflects that a post contact adoption agreement can be with an Indian tribe.  

Sections 35152.2(b)(3)(J) and (J)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of post contact adoption agreement 

from limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements.  The 

revision also reflects that a post contact adoption agreement can be with an Indian tribe.  

Sections 35152.2(b)(4)(J) and (J)1. and 2. 

Specific Purpose and Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family 

Code section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to 

“post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  This section revision includes the term 

revision and, per statute, removes the constrains of post contact adoption agreement 

from limiting just relative adopting parent(s) from participating in these agreements.  The 

revision also reflects that a post contact adoption agreement can be with an Indian tribe.  

Section 35177(f)(2) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35177(f)(2), is necessary to remove the term 

“Adoptions Branch” to simply state the CDSS.  This correction reflects the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding 

the FBI criminal background check.   

Factual Basis: 

The revision to Section 35177(f)(2), is necessary to correction the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding 

the FBI criminal background check. 
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Sections 35179(b)(4)(F) and (F)1., 2., and 3. 

Specific Purpose: 

The revisions are necessary to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000), amending adding Family Code section 8616.5 which now requires that 

all prospective adoptive parents received the same information.  The section revision 

includes the sharing of information regarding but not limited to the California Victim 

Compensation Program, SSI payment and or community based services.  

Factual Basis: 

The revisions are necessary to provide clarity that per Family Code section 8616.5 all 

prospective adoptive parents receive information regarding additional resources.  The 

revision adds that the resources may, but are not limited to information regarding the 

California Victim Compensation Program, SSI payment and or community based 

services.  

Sections 35179(b)(4)(G)Handbook through (H)2. are Renumbered from Sections 

35179(b)(4)(F)Handbook through (G)2. 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

Sections 35179(b)(4)(F)Handbook through (G)2. are renumbered to 

Sections 35179(b)(4)(G)Handbook through (H)2. to accommodate the adopted 

Sections 35179(b)(4)(F) through (F)3.  There are no changes to the regulation text. 

Sections 35179(b)(6) and (6)(A)Handbook through (A)3.Handbook 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35179(b)(6), is to change the defined term 

“kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  The Handbook 

Sections 35179(b)(6)(A) through (A)3. are deleted without regulatory effect. 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) which revised all references of the term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  The new term also removes 

the constrains of contact adoption agreement from limiting just kin adopting parent(s) to 

just adopting parent(s). 

Sections 35179(b)(6)(A) through (A)3. 

Specific Purpose: 

These sections are being adopted to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, 

Statutes of 2000) which revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” 

to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  Per Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000, services to 
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facilitate contact between the parties and in the development of a post-adoption contact 

agreement must be provided. 

Factual Basis: 

The factual basis for the revision of the section is necessary to align with Assembly Bill 

(AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) amending by adding Family Code 

section 8616.5.  Per Section 8616.5, services may be provided for the purpose of 

reaching a postadoption contact agreement.  The services, per the amended 

Section 35179(b)(6)(A), may include acting as an intermediary between the birth and 

adoptive family and or child, facilitate the meeting between parties and facilitate the 

development of the agreement. 

Sections 35179(b)(6)(B) through (B)3. 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35179(b)(6), is to align with Assembly Bill 

(AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) which revised all references of the term 

“kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.” 

Factual Basis: 

The factual basis for the revision of the section is necessary to align with Assembly Bill 

(AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) amending by adding Family Code 

section 8616.5.  Per Section 8616.5, services may be provided for the purpose of 

reaching a postadoption contact agreement.  The services, per the amended 

Section 35179(b)(6)(A), may include providing counseling services, mediation, and court 

mediation services.  

Section 35179(b)(8)  

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

This is a non-substantive change.  Adding the form number to the form title and no other 

changes including the form. 

Handbook Sections 35179(b)(8)(A) and (8)(B) 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

This handbook is being removed and causes no regulatory effect. 

Section 35179(b)(9) 

Specific Purpose 

This section is amended to add cross-reference points for grievance review procedures.  

There is no regulatory effect.  The information is currently, and redundantly, located in 

the Handbook section.  The current organization can cause confusion.  
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Factual Basis: 

Revisions are necessary to provide clarity as it relates code, which should be located in 

actual regulation. 

Handbook Section 35179(b)(9)(A)  

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

This handbook is being removed and causes no regulatory effect.   

Sections 35179(b)(10) and Handbook (b)(10)(A) through (A)3. 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35179(b)(6), is to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 

2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) adding Family Code section 8616.5., which 

revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact 

agreement.”  Information is to be provided to a prospective adoption parent(s) regarding 

reunion between the adoptive child and birth parents, which now refers to post adoption 

contact.  The Handbook revisions are necessary to provide clarity as this handbook 

section redundantly just relates code, which should be located in actual regulation; 

therefore, it is deleted and has no regulatory effect. 

Factual Basis: 

The factual basis for the revision of the section is necessary to align with Assembly Bill 

(AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) amending by adding Family Code section 

8616.5.  Per Section 8616.5, Information is to be provided to a prospective adoption 

parent(s) regarding reunion between the adoptive child and birth parents, which now 

refers to post adoption contact.  

Sections 35179(b)(11) and Handbook (11)(A) through (C) 

Specific Purpose 

The information is currently, and redundantly, located in the Handbook section.  The 

current organization can cause confusion.  The Handbook revisions are necessary to 

provide clarity as this handbook section redundantly just relates code, which should be 

located in actual regulation. 

Factual Basis: 

Revisions are necessary to provide clarity as it relates code, which should be located in 

actual regulation.   

Section 35179(b)(12) 

Specific Purpose 

This section makes specific and clear minimum information agencies must provide 

applicants with.  
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Factual Basis: 

Revisions are necessary to provide clarity as it relates code (WIC section 366.24), which 

should be located in actual regulation.   

Section 35179.1 Information Regarding Kinship Adoption in Its Entirety 

Specific Purpose: 

Section 35179.1 is repealed in its entirety due to the defined term “kinship adoption 

agreement” changed to “post-adoption contact agreement,” which applicant, at Section 

35179, now incudes all prospective parents, kin or otherwise.   

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) revised all references of the term “kinship adoption 

agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  This section is no longer relevant as 

now all prospective parents, kin or otherwise, receive the same information, which is 

included in Section 35179. 

Sections 35181(d), (d)(1), and (d)(2) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35181, is to change the defined term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  Section 35181(d), removes 

the previously imposed restrictions regarding post-adoption contact agreement.  

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term and limitations to post adoption contact agreements is 

necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  This 

legislation revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement” and removed the expanded that these agreements may 

occur with non-relatives.  Reconfiguring the section regarding the full assessment 

process, provides clarity and removes the previously imposed restrictions regarding post 

adoption contact agreement.  

Section 35181(g) 

Specific Purpose: 

These revisions are necessary to provide clarity that during the full assessment of the 

prospective adoptive applicant(s), the agency shall consider if the applicant is interested 

in entering into a post-adoption contact agreement.  If the applicant is interested in a 

post-adoption contact agreement, then the agency should determine what kind of 

agreement. 
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Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term and limitations to post adoption contact agreements is 

necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  This 

legislation revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement” and removed the expanded that these agreements may 

occur with non-relatives.  Reconfiguring the section regarding the full assessment 

process, provides clarity and removes the previously imposed restrictions regarding post 

adoption contact agreement. 

Sections 35183(e), (e)(1), and (e)(2) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35183, is to change the defined term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  Section 35183(e), removes 

the previously imposed restrictions regarding post adoption contact agreement.    

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term and limitations to post adoption contact agreements is 

necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  This 

legislation revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement” and removed the expanded that these agreements may 

occur with non-relatives.  Reconfiguring the section regarding the abbreviated 

assessment process, provides clarity and removes the previously imposed restrictions 

regarding post adoption contact agreement.  

Section 35183(f) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35183, is to change the defined term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact adoption agreement.”  Adding Section 

35183(f), removes the previously imposed restrictions regarding post adoption contact 

agreement.  The revisions are necessary to provide clarity that during the abbreviated 

assessment of the prospective adoptive applicant(s), the agency shall consider if the 

applicant is interested in entering into a post-adoption contact agreement.  If the 

applicant is interested in a post-adoption contact agreement, then the agency should 

determine what kind of agreement. 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term and limitations to post adoption contact agreements is 

necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921, (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000).  This 

legislation revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement” and removed the expanded that these agreements may 

occur with non-relatives.  Reconfiguring the section regarding the abbreviated 
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assessment process, provides clarity and removes the previously imposed restrictions 

regarding post adoption contact agreement. 

Sections 35183(g), (g)(1) through (4) Renumbered from Sections 35183(f), (f)(1) 

through (4) 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

To accommodate new Section 35183(f), Sections 35183(f), (f)(1) through (4) are 

renumbered to Sections 35183(g), (g)(1) through (4).  There are no changes to the 

regulations text. 

Section 35209 Kinship Adoption Agreement in Its Entirety 

Specific Purpose: 

Section 35209 is repealed in its entirety due to the defined term “kinship adoption 

agreement” changed to “post-adoption contact agreement,” which applicant now incudes 

all prospective parents, kin or otherwise. 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) revised all references of the term “kinship adoption 

agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.”  This section is no longer relevant as 

now all prospective parents, kin or otherwise, may participate in a post-adoption contact 

agreement.   

Section 35211(d)(4)(B) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35211(d)(4)(B), is necessary to remove the term 

“Adoptions Branch” to simply state the CDSS.  This correction reflects the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding the FBI criminal background check.   

Factual Basis: 

The revision to Section 35211(d)(4)(B), is necessary to correction the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding 

the FBI criminal background check. 

Section 35211(d)(5) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of Section 35211(d)(5) is to change the defined term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.” 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 
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section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement.”  

Section 35211(d)(5)(A) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of Section 35211(d)(5)(A) is to change the defined term “kinship 

adoption agreement” to “post-adoption contact agreement.” 

Factual Basis: 

Modifying the defined term is necessary to align with Assembly Bill (AB) 2921,  

(Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000), adding Family Code section 8616.5.  Family Code 

section 8616.5 revised all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-

adoption contact agreement.”  

Section 35211(e)(1) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35211(e)(1), is necessary to correct the current 

grammatical error. 

Factual Basis: 

The revision to Section 35211(e)(1), is necessary to correct the current grammatical and 

provide better clarity for this section.   

Section 35215(a)(1)(D) 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35215(a)(1)(D), is necessary to remove the term 

“Adoptions Branch” to simply state the CDSS.  This correction reflects the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding the FBI criminal background check 

as it relates to a grievance review hearing.  

Factual Basis: 

The revision to Section 35215(a)(1)(D), is necessary to correction the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding 

the FBI criminal background check as it relates to a grievance review hearing.  

Handbook Section 35315(a)(3)(A)1.a. is Renumbered from Handbook 

Section 35315(a)(3)(A)1.i. 

Specific Purpose/Factual Basis: 

Handbook Section 35315(a)(3)(A)1.i. is renumbered to Handbook Section 

35315(a)(3)(A)1.a. to correct outline numbering only.  There are no changes to the 

Handbook material.   
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Section 35315(a)(3)(A)2. 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35315(a)(3)(A)2., is necessary to remove the 

term “Adoptions Branch” to simply state the CDSS.  This correction reflects the current 

CDSS structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding the FBI criminal background 

check.  

Factual Basis: 

The revision to 35315(a)(3)(A)2., is necessary to correction the current CDSS structure, 

which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding the FBI 

criminal background check.  

Section 35315(a)(3)(A)3. 

Specific Purpose: 

The specific purpose of revising Section 35315(a)(3)(A)3. is necessary to remove the 

term “Adoptions Branch” to simply state the CDSS.  This correction reflects the current 

CDSS structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding the FBI criminal background 

check.  

Factual Basis: 

The revision to Section 35315(a)(3)(A)3., is necessary to correction the current CDSS 

structure, which simply refers to the CDSS regarding written notification, e.g. regarding 

the FBI criminal background check.  

b) Identification of Documents Upon Which Department Is Relying 

Assembly Bill (AB) 2921 (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) 
Senate Bill (SB) 182 (Chapter 251, Statutes of 2003) 
SB 1357 (Chapter 858, Statutes of 2004) 
Public Law 103-108 
Public Law 104-188 

c) Local Mandate Statement  

These regulations do not impose a mandate on local agencies or school districts.  

There are no state-mandated local costs in this order that require reimbursement 

under the laws of California. 

d) Statement of Alternatives Considered 

In developing the regulatory action, CDSS considered the following alternatives with 

the following results:  No alternatives have been presented to CDSS. 
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The CDSS must determine that no reasonable alternative considered or that has 

otherwise been identified and brought to the attention of CDSS would be more 

effective in carrying out the purpose for which the regulations are proposed or would 

be as effective as and less burdensome to affected private persons than the 

proposed action, or would be more cost-effective to affected private persons and 

equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law.  The 

AB 2921 Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000, Family Code section 8616.5, specifically 

calls for the revision on the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption 

contact adoption agreement.”  Should the CDSS maintain the existing regulation 

language it would be more burdensome as it would be out of compliance of AB 2921 

Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000.   

e) Statement of Significant Adverse Economic Impact On Business 

The CDSS has made an initial determination that the proposed action will not have a 

significant, statewide adverse economic impact directly affecting businesses, 

including the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in other 

states.  This determination was made based on the knowledge that this revision 

does not represent a new activity or service.  The regulation revision would merely 

revise all references of the term “kinship adoption agreement” to “post-adoption 

contact adoption agreement.”   

f) Economic Impact Assessment [Government Code section 11346.3(b)] 

In accordance with Government Code section 11346.3(b), CDSS has made the 

following assessments regarding the proposed regulations.  This analysis is 

intended to be a tool or baseline to establish that these regulatory measures are the 

most cost-effective to affected California enterprises and equally effective in 

implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law.   

The proposed regulations would not impose an economic impact to counties or 

adoption service providers.  This regulation update does not constitute new 

activities.  The proposed regulations would merely replace the term “kinship 

adoption agreement” with the term “post-adoption contact agreement."  

Creation or Elimination of Jobs Within the State of California 

The adoption of the proposed regulations will neither create nor eliminate jobs in the 

State of California.  The justification for this statement is on the knowledge that this 

activity is a small part of the adoption/foster care process and agencies.  Further, 

this regulation change does not change the behavior required within the 

adoption/foster care process and agencies.   
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Creation of New or Elimination of Existing Businesses Within the State of 

California 

The adoption of the proposed regulations will neither result in the creation of new 

businesses nor elimination of existing businesses in the State of California.  The 

justification for this statement is on the knowledge that this activity is a small part of 

the adoption/foster care process and agencies. 

Expansion of Businesses Within the State of California 

The adoption of the proposed regulations will not result in the expansion of 

businesses in the State of California.  The justification for this statement is the 

knowledge that this activity is a small part of the adoption/foster care process and 

agencies. 

Benefits of the Regulations 

The benefits of the regulatory action to the health and welfare of California 

residents, worker safety and the state's environment are as follows:  The anticipated 

benefit of these regulations is to be in compliance with kinship adoption agreement 

legislation established by AB 1544 (Chapter 193, Statutes of 1997), allowing 

adopting parents who are related to the child to enter into a "kinship adoption 

agreement" with the birth parents or birth relatives and remain in contact with the 

child after adoption.  Moreover, the benefits of the regulatory action to the health 

and welfare of California residents, worker safety and the state's environment are as 

follows:  Provide clarity and direction for foster care agencies.  The new terms are 

more inclusive as it implies that postadoption contact agreements may include those 

who are not related, kin, to the child or children being adopted.  These relationships 

with non relative children and/or adults may represent a positive force for children 

who may have experienced trauma, thus aiding in the health and welfare of 

California residents.  This regulatory action does not affect worker safety or the 

state's environment. 

Documents Relied Upon 

Assembly Bill (AB) 2921 (Chapter 910, Statutes of 2000) added Family Code 
section 8616.5 
Senate Bill (SB) 182 (Chapter 251, Statutes of 2003) 
SB 1357 (Chapter 858, Statutes of 2004) 
Public Law 103-108  
Public Law 104-188 

g) Benefits Anticipated from Regulatory Action 

The anticipated benefit of these regulations is to be in compliance with kinship 
adoption agreement legislation established by AB 1544 (Chapter 193, 
Statutes of 1997), allowing adopting parents who are related to the child to enter into 
a "kinship adoption agreement" with the birth parents or birth relatives and remain in 
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contact with the child after adoption.  Moreover, the benefits of the regulatory action 
to the health and welfare of California residents, worker safety and the state's 
environment are as follows:  Provide clarity and direction for foster care agencies.  
The new terms are more inclusive as it implies that postadoption contact 
agreements may include those who are not related, kin, to the child or children being 
adopted.  These relationships with non relative children and/or adults may represent 
a positive force for children who may have experienced trauma, thus aiding in the 
health and welfare of California residents.  This regulatory action does not affect 
worker safety or the state's environment. 

h) Statement of Specific Technology or Equipment 

This regulatory action will not mandate the use of new, specific technologies or 

equipment. 

 


